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	PROJECT INFORMATION

	Discipline / Academic field
	Academic writing

	Type of project idea
	Structural Measure
Higher Education & Society

	My role in the project?
	Applicant 

	Which National / Regional Priority?
	National

	Which countries should be involved?
	Universities from EU member states as partners

	Duration of the project?
	2 / 3 years?

	Project description

	 “Establishment of Academic Writing Centers in Social Sciences in institutions of higher education of Azerbaijan”.

The overall objective of the project is to raise a level of academic writing skills of students in Social Sciences on the base of establishment of Academic Writing Centers in institutions of higher education of Azerbaijan.

The necessity of establishment of Academic Writing Centers is determined first of all by low level of academic writing skills of students which is in its turn seen in the following concrete problems: 
First, undergraduate and graduate students in Azerbaijan experience many difficulties in writing their diploma works and theses. They complain that they were not taught to write research works; 
Second, according to the official report, the quality of doctoral theses is also in low level. The cases of plagiarism were revealed in some of these works; 
Third, most of Azerbaijani students do not participate in international scientific conferences.

 

The main causes of the low level of academic writing skills of students are the following:

-          No written assignment is included into the syllabi of Social Sciences courses;

-          Undergraduate students for the whole period of their studies write maximum 4 written assignments (so called “kursovaya rabota”- course work). For each of the written assignments students get only 10 points of 100. In such a case a student is not interested to write and submit a written assignment;

-          After joining of Azerbaijan into the Bologna process test system of evaluation of students’ knowledge became widely applied in the country. However, it promoted to further ignoring the significance of written assignments;

-           There is no purposeful work toward developing students’ academic writing skills in Social Sciences in Azerbaijan. Particularly, students are not taught courses on Academic Writing in Social Sciences, there is no academic writing centers which could organize and direct such kind of works toward developing these skills.
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